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‘ [HE lengthy publication. in your .paper of the
934 ultimo, of A .Friend to Candour; from
the different conuersations the wwriter appears to have
held, seith every memoer of the executive council,
muft be conlidered as-at leaft authorifed by thale gen-
tlemen @ certainly its decent exterior is well cuntr:ﬂed
with the fignificant threats, and quaint remmarks of the
Spedtator, who has alfo addreffed the public againft

the gaverner, in your paper of the 25th. ,
Both thefe writers 2fTume as a fact, that the origi-
nal publication of a Cinil Officer, in the Anti.Demo-
crat, was the aét of the governor. It is underflood
that when the letters of the governor and the council
w the legiflature, and {ome mutilated extradts from
the proceedings of that body, had appeared in this
and other. papers, the governor was fequefted by a
A friend to commit-to writing, the sudstance of his ver-
: 42l cddress 10 the members of both Aoudes; this was
1 haliily' done, but that it was fubftantially Correét
(which is"all it profefles to be) is fully eftablifhed, by
the evidence of theé councilthemfelves; and here the
public will natwuratly reflect, that if the governor and
council differ as to facts, known only to themfelves,
the governor is precluded from all teftimony but his
own, or that of his oppontnitst “1atural reafon would
+{ reject cither as conclufive, and it is only from a com-
wrative view of bBotli Ratements, that a satisfactory
inference can be deducedi  The fadts and reafonirig of
the Civil Otficer will, it is believed, be avawed by the
governor, but as to i3 publication in the AntizDemo-
trat, (2 prominent feature of dccufation with both
thele writersy) 1T°W4S 19 more the adt of that officer,
thadi it wat'the A& of the. Privnd to Candodr, or of
his friend the Speitaror—although it i5 now afferted

| where the publication would appear, dntil e faw it
din print; yet he muft Have then perceived tlie pro-
prizty of his friend's fele&@ion of that papery and con-
{ fidered its infertioh as a mark of candour in its editor;
{who had just before published dn ‘overflowing dnd vi-

rulent invective against ltim on the same :u‘gjecr. If
ather federal printers have republified the vindica:
tioh, they have certainly, not neglected the abufe;
it is believed that they have never fpared him; and in
this {clitary inftance, théir bittereft adverfaries feem
beartily difpofed o join them. .

It muft, no doubt, be very amufing ta this public
efficer, to h= placed betirezn two fuch fires; and to
beb:fpatt:refby both parties : it is to be Hoped that
4 be regards it as'it merits, and that it will not divert
bim from a till difclofure of every circumftance, that
may enable the public to judge corre@ly of his own
condudt and that of others i and aid the conftituent
wtharity in the decifion of an important conftitution:
ai queftion.
The Friend to Candour has charged the Civil Offi-
cer with 3 misrepresentgtion of fadts; or at lealt his
fatement ie (3id to be materially variant from that of
every member of the council—this is 2 ferious accu-
fation ; but it will be recalle®ed, that g general alle-
gation, unsupborted by evidence, is a steanger proof of
malevolence thea candour. It is now afked with_con-
i} fdenee, has a l'mﬁlc fact ‘alferted hy the Civil Qfficer,

keen yet publicly denied, either by the council, ar the
Friewd to Candour? Itis belfeved nat. If the al-
lszed variance. refpets~the prapofed mecting of Sa.
turday evening, lét the letter written by the council,
ﬂzdfr the impression made By the recency of the trans-
4:tis3, be ¢ampired with the afertion of a Friend to
Cardour, that sorie of thé council. are pasitiva that
the gavernar propased the adjournment himself; ind
1twifl be perceived that thofe gentlernen,fary mare as
' the fad}, feam each ather, than they da, from " the
govemor,” The. follawing detail, afferted bi that Qffi-
< tob::ou;&,m the beft. of hiv resalleQion, may

s tediolis and is certdinly - nnimportant,. ekcept 2s it
““d‘m clucidate truth: yThc cu[g!xoucllfhad-"ﬁfer:; withs
Tt_ane. word being: mentiohed 'nf a meeting iif the
ereaiug’; the governor was_cloaked; “and- leaving ' the
ooy’ kil nne of the membere obferved in his bear-
;13'-‘})13 a3 he expeftod ta leave towr next fomisti,
i WMl T3 mecting) in the evening; the govémor
o.,:&'.; ubr!:gart{!l:ng‘lcﬁre:\;gtemd intqt;nv:rfationv
oy z‘a‘miz g gs..and finally agregd ‘condition
eber)
Urcomt
o Sowadmi
“oGves oy

“to Bave town _next. mgmingethe material
ance-relied :
“““’3_? ?W:Ifr'le}jd,t’oﬂnﬁdoﬁfi avoneaof the

“the_evening - llion, mult” fatisfadterily
he prépofition came-xund that, the affent
. ; .

from authority, that the governor had no intimation |

evening——the axpeQatio® of this -

on'inthe levter of.the courcil, and-

m° no right ¢a withh

fe- flitu

i 1Y i -
effential.  Confciouy as he kiad fince publicly declared
‘himf(elf, of a perfonal attachment to.one of thole mem-
bers, and ot a difpofitien favourable to the other; he
could not-apprehend that they waquld fufpeét him of 2

“wilh to. wound the feelings or lelfen the. reputation of
.either; he might have candidly. ftated his own' im:
Emfﬁons, how avkward would be their feeliogs, and

ow uncafly thofe of the interefted, if an appoint-
ment, which muft fipport and prote& the important
and indifpenfable right of the {tate to grant the half
toll, againft the efforts of the Pennfylvania commifli-
oners, inftrued {as they muft confider themfelves)
to deny and defeat that righty fhould be made of
commiffioners ort the part of Maryland, of whom the
majority were, cpenly and avowedly, as hoftile to the
half toll; as the Pennfylvanians themfelves. Under
thefe ciscumftances, and as dinner was to intervene,
which generally at that feafon brings on the approach
of night, the governor could hardly have expetted an
evening. meeting at all; efpecially as there was no
precedent of an adjournment of the council to meet in
the evening since they had acted tagether; but cer-
tainly he could have felt no fufpicion that fo impor-
tant an appointment would be precipitated; when a

.delay of fix months eould preduce no inconvenience :
-1f an appointment in the evening was conlidered as
certain, to delay it in the mernirg was idle and ab.
furd-—and under every circumftance yet adduced, what
poflible Anowledpe could the governor have at the go-
vernment houfe, of what was tranfadting at the ftadt-
haufe, nearly haif a mile diftant, without the ioter-
vention of fome fupernatural agency ! With thele re-

_ flections it is now fubmitted to an impartial public to
decide, which party has been guilty of mifreprefenta-
tion, in the inftance examined. Queftions relative to

Jfrank condud, er even the palm of good éreeding are
perhaps immaterial, but thofe which refpe& commen
decency, muft reft on the tvidence which refults from
the tranfadtipns themfelves,

Has it been denied that the governor easly apprized
the council of his conftru@ion of the conflitution?
No! on the contrary it is admitted: but the Friend
to Candour ftates, that tney alfo apprized him of
their canftruéion 3 not only by words but by deeds;
for this writer who appears to have had frequent con-
verfations with the council refpeéling the tranfaétions
even of the laft year, himfelf-flates the degree of re-
fpe@ they paid the governor's canftrudtion; he tells
us that they proceeded, notwithftanding his proteft,
to ballot for an officer ; from this and aﬁ balloting, it
mult be known that the governor is excluded; of
what avail then, it is afked, can the govérnor's con-
current right of nominating be, as it is termed by
the council, if he cannot vote ! If the perfon he no-
minates has little chance of obtaining ¢ven a fingle
hallot, where the council nominate and ballot among
themfelves; the governor if difcreet, will not expofe
himfelf to mortification ; but keep his nomination ta

hinmifelfe—and on a ballgt, it may be afked, what be- -

comtes of that fundamental provifion of the  conftitu-
tion, that the.advice of each counleller fhall, if de.
fired by the gnvernor or 2 member, be entered on the
joumal? But this falt has been probably related to
inttoduce the astonsishment of the council that the go-
vernor on the Sufyuehagna appeintmsnt, refuled to
put the queftion an any nomination but his own. If
. the conneil really o informed the Friend to Candour,
they were not ferious? they were only amufing them-
felves with his credulity :——They muft have recollect-
ed what the journals will prove, that ax early as June
Iaft, they procseded to confideér him as abfent, al-
though prefent in'the ¢hair, and .a&ually determined
amqng themfelves, without his putting the question,
a fubject confefledly withgut the line of their confti-
tutional or legal .autharity—~They -changed a legal
order of the governor, authbrifed and dirtéted by the
inilitia law of (793, into their- Feguest (a term ridi-
" enlons amang military men).and ordered: the clerk .to
capy the governar’s letter. verbatim in every other re.
. fpe&ly and _fign it himfelf as a:circular, to all the
licuténant-colanels,and ather commandants .of militia

“.edips throughatit thie ftate § as this inftance was not |

. fingular, and as they had appainted officers in his: ab-
. fencé, asathe Friend to Condaur flates, they.could-
" 'pat have.been réally aftanifhid when she govérmor.re-
~ fufed -to_afk- cgsitrary ta-fis fenle of duty and his:
“fuclr precedents tablithed by themfelvess -

" Tt i a known' fadt, that foon gitér the qoalific
of the prefenit gov y
himnlelf op aztappointiment to which he ftrongly objéct-
ed. from Bis'p:r&;l‘ﬁﬂ‘cwk'dgc of the charaftér; the
-appointment was ultlinately cfe@ed; and on the clofe.
" of the-tranfadtion hemade a: deeliration,: {ub(fantial-*

n{', effe &, that althonghi he claimed
‘2 commi

‘lg-td the Jollawi 2 o
on fromr x perfon
ay- hie’ éd\r;ﬁcmd
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* gavernor after the adoption of the’ coﬁﬁftﬁti‘dn,- ‘and °.

‘oath: of office§ nor at'a lofs how to proteed;-after-

a LT

éinoty be had occifion to ¢tplain? Aize govi

again for a_ perfon: appointed . by the, council, whb
.from bis own koowledge hé brlieved to_be angmpro=
per charadler; that in every other cafe he fhonld epa
dearonr. to accommedate to their opinion, but that he
would not knowingly and againt his confciepee- vio=
late his duty and his oath.-—\Vhether it was from.a’
belief that he would facredly adhere .to this refolutic:
on, or from, his willingnels to do’'the drudgery,.or °
from & real conformity of opinion and '3 mutual wifli
to harmonife, igis certain that the govémor was. but
little expofed to further mortifications cin the fuhject
until the appéintment of the Sufquehanna commif:
fioners, e
On that occafion his uniform expreffions of attach«
ment to members of the council, and refpeft  for the
commiflioners nominated by them, ought to have
thielded him from the fulpicion of any other motiye
for his condudt, but that of an alifolute fenfe of im:
perative duty and obligation : that condu&t, bowever,
according to the Spe&ator, has met the difapprobaji:
on of republicans, and Ae, as their organ, denounces
vengeance againlt him. His authority is perhaps no
better than his falts, . As to the meflage to the fe-
nate now for the firft time piblithed, the governer
muft have underflaod this falvo, the equivocal off=
fpring of conftenation and defpair ; the entire hiftery
of thefe refolutions is prepared and may hereafter be
fubmitted to the public by thé Civil Dfficer; but this
will be avolded unlefs rendered neceffary—At prefent
a few of the mifreprefentations of this writer will be
noticed ; in order to fettle his character for accuracy.
No. 1, he fays the refolutions Wwere propofed in the
fenate by Mr. Johnfon, many years a counsellor, can:
sequently well acquainted <with the practices.  The
truth is, that Mr. Johnfon was but two years i coun-
fellor, out of the tweuty-feven nearly elapfed firice
the conflitution was adepted. No. 2, The refclution
of the fenate was rejetied by every federal member—
The fadt is, that Mr. Solomon Frazier and Mr:
Stwwearingen, both federal members, voted for it. No:
3, Out of 39 republican members, 23 vated for ite—
It is certain that excluding Mir. Sweatingen and Mr.
Frazier, only 21 could vote for iti No, 4, Inftead
of 29, there -were aftually but 98 members in the
houfe of that party, and of Mr, Harwood, MraHallj
Mr. Care, Mr. Van-Horn, Mr. Thampfon, Mr:
Lloyd, and Mr. Ridgely; who all voted again{t the
refolution, whom does the YpeQator, with his plenary
authority, mean to exclude and denounce? All this
in eight thort lines is no bad fpecimen of the talents
of this writer; * o oy
It is true the fword can always cut the Gordian
knot, and power and precedent are effectual, thought
coarfe refutations of fair as well as fine-spun argu-
ment ; but if the rights of confcience and the facred
obligatiens impofed by the conftitution and the folemn
bath of the governor, are to ber'd before pradtice ;
be that pra&ice what it may ! as the Spe&ator con-
tends, it fhould at leaft be certain what that proctice
is and hotd it midy e wscertained ; turning his back
on the conftitution and his cath, is he'to feek it from
. former governors or former Eounfellors 1 ¥f they com-
municate at all; and if they do not choofes te tell, it
might be difficult to coropel them j it may happen and °
it a&tually does happen that they differ a3 to the prac-
tice ; which of them then is to be believed ?- Perhaps
there is ho other point in which they all agree but
that nothing like the conduét of the prefent. eouncil
was ever pradtifed before ; all of thém, ft is believed,
admit, that if the council met and thé goverripr “was
abfent, but in town and able to artend, they.ent
their meflenger to inform him that the eouncil was
afiembled, -and requefled his prefence before they pre-
ceeded to bufinefs, and that frequently. when he was
unable to'attend. from indifpofition, they. met dt-hig
houfe. The Aidz::, however, . is' pcrf:a}y new,, that
vague and oral tradition, which under the fin&ion .of
an oath i a court of juftice could not ‘count a
tommon_récord, mray controk the Gontitution of ¢
state.~Where then is this ohiform praice (eftablifhs
ed and admitted fromy the 'axié;’iiion' of the conflitution
adcording ti the Spectator] to be found? J¢ it in the
records of the-proceedingy. of ghe conncil! Cértainly
not: During M, Johnfan's' time; who wai-the firff
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- whe'its framery werg its-offiters; “liis ndme neverap-. -
pars: engeted on, the jougmald with the members oft -
- the bosrd - The' Friend tg Candont termy. the- goyer
‘her a member ot the hoard; Sur’thz constiration cul G

2

 gover: alls;thes siembers. of ‘o tduptilisd,
‘the’gopeinor,:and wot members of | ihé execytive-coan
il of Mutylend.; The conflitttion’ exprefily-vefts'all

‘executivé pawers’in that governoni\t ‘exereifed :
- €ith ﬁmnt the- c@'r‘fdyzjr‘e_mr, the' 2

act:




